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he Common Core State Standards identify four learning strands under the general category of 

English Language Arts: 1) listening and speaking; 2) reading; 3) writing; and 4) language. The 

first three strands are self-evident. The more cryptically labeled fourth strand focuses on 

grammar and mechanics (or “conventions”).  

Unlike the vast majority of language arts standards published over the past 50 years, the new 

Common Core State Standards reflect a revitalized emphasis on grammar, placing it on par with 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. This is an indication of the importance of grammar 

instruction for all students. However, as current English language development research reveals, this 

instruction is critical for English learners. Even a cursory review of the literature indicates that 

grammar instruction is fundamental if English learners are to achieve the levels of English proficiency 

required in mainstream classes.1 The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and 

the Council of Chief State School Officers recognize the significance of “instruction that develops 

foundational skills in English and enables ELLs to participate fully in grade-level work.”2 

This paper considers the Common Core State Standards in terms of what grammar to teach, as well as 

when and how to teach it. In addition, it looks at the way in which Grammar Gallery, an electronic 

toolbox for teachers, can provide valuable resources in helping teachers deliver grammar instruction 

aligned to the Common Core State Standards Language  strand.  

Grammar – What to Teach 

In terms of what to teach, the Common Core Language  strand delineates the end goal of grammar 

instruction—grammatical accuracy and rigor. The standards say in part, “… students must gain 

control over many conventions of standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics as well as learn 

other ways to use language to convey meaning…”3  

Many of the standards contained in the Language strand are written in precise and specific terms. 

For example, a Grade 1 Language  standard calls for students to “Use frequently occurring 

conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because).” A Grade 3 standard asks students to “Form and use the 

simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk ) verb tenses.” However, other standards are much more 

open to interpretation. For example, one Grade 4 standard calls for students to “Use punctuation 

correctly,” and another asks students to “Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.”  

  

                                                           
1
 Stathis, R., & Gotsch, P. (2011). Explicit grammar instruction: The research basis for grammar gallery. Ruidoso, NM: Teacher Writing 

Center.  
2
 See http://www.corestandards.org/assets/application-for-english-learners.pdf, accessed 11/15/11.  

3
 http://www.corestandards.org, accessed 11/13/11.  

T 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/application-for-english-learners.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/
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This emphasis on grammatical accuracy and rigor along with the mix of the specific as well as vaguely 

worded standards requires that teachers have access to a grammar program and/or grammar 

materials that assist them in addressing the precise standards, but that are also flexible enough to 

support a broad interpretation of the more nebulous standards. Teachers must also have a grammar 

program and/or grammar materials that provide rigorous grammar instruction and emphasize 

grammatical correctness.   

Grammar—How to Teach It  

As briefly noted above, the Common Core Language  strand defines the overall goal of grammar 

instruction and generally describes what teachers should teach, but the standards do not specify how 

they should teach grammar. This acknowledges the central role teachers play in orchestrating 

instruction—developing strategies, creating lesson plans, and delivering instruction—to best meet the 

needs of their students.  

Few would argue with the proposition that 

teachers are in the best position to 

determine the most effective strategies 

and materials to use in achieving the goals 

the standards set forth. However, do 

teachers across the grade span share equal 

responsibility for grammar instruction? A 

closer analysis of the standards reveals 

that most of the fundamental grammar 

instruction falls on primary teachers. One 

educator noted, “… the language strand 

clearly places the largest burden of 

grammar, mechanics, and spelling 

instruction on primary (first, second, and 

third) grade teachers. At the macro level 

(after deleting the vocabulary components 

from the language strand): first, second, and third has three pages of language standards; fourth and 

fifth has one page; sixth, seventh, and eighth has one page; and ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth has 

only half of a page.”4 However, because English learners by definition are not working at grade level in 

English, ELD teachers across the entire grade span are charged with the full spectrum of grammar 

instruction. 

  

                                                           
4
 Mark Pennington. (October 22, 2011). Common Core Grammar Standards: 

http://penningtonpublishing.com/blog/grammar_mechanics/common-core-grammar-standards/,  

 

http://penningtonpublishing.com/blog/grammar_mechanics/common-core-grammar-standards/
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While the grade-specific standards give teachers general milestones, they do not prescribe 

interventions for students who are not meeting grade-level expectations. An asterisk next to some 

standards and skills indicates the content is “particularly likely” to require review, which underscores 

the importance of reviewing concepts previously taught. Again, however, it is up to the teacher to 

determine how and when to provide this review and what the review should look like.  

While the Common Core State Standards affirm the importance of teaching grammar in the context of 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing and give teachers the freedom to teach grammar according to 

their own lights, they do not acknowledge that many teachers today developed their expertise during 

an era when grammar was not explicitly taught. Moreover, most English language arts instructional 

programs—for mainstream students or English learners—continue to emphasize listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing with only scant attention to grammar. Too often, they do not provide teachers 

with the specific, detailed information, learning strategies, and activities they need to teach grammar 

confidently and effectively to their students.5  

Grammar Gallery—Designed to Help Teachers Teach Grammar 

Grammar Gallery, an electronic toolbox for teachers, was expressly designed to help teachers deliver 

grammar instruction that is aligned to the Common Core State Standards Language  strand. Grammar 

Gallery is a program based on decades of educational research and best practices that teachers can 

use to supplement their core Language Arts or English language development programs. The goal of 

Grammar Gallery is to help teacher provide rigorous grammar instruction, emphasizing grammatical 

correctness.  

Grammar Gallery provides explicit, 

easy-to-access information about 

grammar and how to teach grammar 

effectively, as well as hundreds of 

structured language practice resources 

teachers can use to introduce, review, 

and reinforce grammatical forms and 

concepts within engaging social and 

academic topics ranging from 

transportation to the solar system to 

literature. Grammar Gallery gives 

teachers the tools they need to teach 

grammar with self-assurance and 

excellent results. Moreover, Grammar 

Gallery gives teachers the flexibility to offer specific and timely interventions for English learners and 

other students who are working below grade-level in terms of grammar and mechanics.  

                                                           
5
 Stathis, R., and Gotsch, P. (2008). ESL/ELD teacher attitudes toward and perceptions of grammar instruction: A preliminary view. 

Mesilla Park, NM: The Teacher Writing Center. 

 



 
P a g e | 5 
Copyright ©2011 The Teacher Writing Center, a division of SG Consulting, Inc.  

While Grammar Gallery can be used in mainstream classrooms, many features make it particularly 

appropriate for English learners, including the following:  

Â Visuals. The program incorporates more than 5,000 full-color visuals, including both 

photographs and illustrations. The visuals portray people of diverse ages, ethnicities, and 

backgrounds. 

Â Language Level Organization. The program is organized by language level, topic, language 

function, and grammatical form. Teachers may use resources from lower language levels to 

review or reinforce forms with students at higher language levels. Each resource includes a 

lesson plan, overview charts, sentence frames, student worksheet, and background information 

for the teacher. 

Â Language Domains. Grammar Gallery emphasizes and integrates all four domains of 

language—listening, speaking, reading, and writing—and provides explicit instruction of 

language usage and grammar. 

Â Meaningful Contexts. The program couches grammar instruction in meaningful contexts, 
integrating topics (e.g., numbers & shapes, land & resources, the human body, economics, 
literature, and so forth) that students encounter in mainstream classrooms and emphasizing 
skills that students can transfer to other academic contexts as well as to other aspects of their 
lives. 

Â Active Learning. Grammar Gallery activities involve students in learning experiences that 
encompass whole class instruction, small group instruction, collaboration in pairs, as well as 
independent work.  

In short, Grammar Gallery provides an effective and efficient way to help teachers understand and 
relay key grammatical concepts that are critical to student achievement of academic language 
proficiency.  

The following pages show two examples of ways in which the Grammar Gallery materials can be used 
to meet the Common Core Language  standards. The first example is of a precisely worded standard: 
“Form and use possessives.” The second example is of a standard that is written in more vague terms: 
“Use frequently occurring adjectives.” These two examples are representative of how thoroughly 
Grammar Gallery helps teachers meet the Common Core Language standards. 

 

 

For more information about 
Grammar Gallery é 

Grammar Gallery enables students 
to master the rules of English 
grammar, build their vocabulary, 
and develop academic language 
proficiency. Visit our web site at 
www.grammargallery.org.  

http://www.grammargallery.org/
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EXAMPLE #1  

Sample standard from the LANGUAGE strand: 

o Form and use possessives 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Student Reference Sheet and Activities 
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Sample Resource from the Main Gallery  

 

  

þ Lesson Plan 
þ Overview Chart 

þ Sentence Frames 

þ Student Practice Sheet 

ü Teacher Talk 
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Sample Reading and Comprehension Questions from the Reading Gallery 
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EXAMPLE #2  

Sample standard from the LANGUAGE strand: 

o Use frequently occurring adjectives 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Student Reference Sheet and Activities 
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Sample Resource from the Main Gallery  

 

  

þ Lesson Plan 
þ Overview Charts 

þ Sentence Frames 
þ Student Practice Sheet 

ü Teacher Talk 
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Sample Reading and Comprehension Questions from the Reading Gallery 

 


